
How Swedish EPA 
works with

municipalities
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Different regional air 

protection association

Sweden has 290 municipalities

Largest has 988 000 inhibitants

Smallest has 2 360 inhibitants

Municipalities have the main 

responsibility for the Swedish 

environmental quality standards

Decentralized system for 
assessment in urban areas

Monitoring 
urban air 
quality

Provide 
information to 
the general 

public

Report data to 
National Data 

Host

Report risk of 
exceedances 
to Swedish 

EPA

Often 
responsible for 
action planning

Resource efficient
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Air quality plans

Exceedance 2020-

Air quality plan

New air quality plan

Size of municipalities with air quality plans

1. 988 000

2. 600 000

3. 243 000

4. 167 000

5. 159 000

6. 132 000

7. 100 000

8. 75 000

9. 65 000

10. 61 000

11. 56 000

12. 42 000

13. 26 000

14. 15 000

First air quality plan was made in 2004 and still running

8 air quality programs have ended due to no 

more risk for exceedance



NATURVÅRDSVERKET | SWEDISH ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 4

What are our legal obligations for provision of 

guidance?

Support for providing guidance is in the Environmental code and 

supporting legislation

How to provide guidance regarding air quality is not specified.
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2019 – report on how to improve work with
air quality Air quality plans hasn’t

been helping enough

to get better air qualityMeasurements hasn’t 

been done or been 

ineffective

No sanctions then 

measurements 

aren’t done

Distribution of responsibility 

between the municipalities, 

the county board and the 

government is unclear

The requirements 

imposed on the 

municipalities are high 

and requires 

competence and 

resources

The swedish 

implementation of the air 

quality directive needs to 

improve. As 

measurements hasn’t 

been enough and lacks 

follow up.

Why?
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• Suggest changes in the legislation about
monitoring air quality

• Suggest how to chose measures that
makes the exceedance period to be as 
short as possible

• Possibility to make national modelling

• What tools the municipalities have at 
their disposal and how to improve them

2019 – report on how to improve work with air quality

Mission
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2019 – report on how to improve work with air quality

Proposals

• We proposed how to make national modelling. First prestudy is ready.

• Enhanced support from the Swedish EPA within the air quality plan process. We
provide guidance from the start to finish of an air quality plan.

• Proposal that the Swedish EPA to inform the government about inadequate air 
quality plans. 

• National air quality plan. 

• Change to legislation to have preventive air quality strategy. In force in 2024.

• Suggestion on changes to different legislations to improve municipalities
possibility to work with measures.
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Support and guidance

Provide guidance

regarding control and 

air quality plans

Reference laboratory

monitoring

Main guidance document

Monitoring, plans etc..

Quality assurance of 

measurement data

Catalogue 

of 

measures

Reference laboratory

modelling

National data host

Modelling

Information video about wood burning
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Contacts with municipalities

Online meetings with municipalities

Network meetings with

municipalities

E-mail contacts

Holding presentations on seminars

Newsletter, 2 times yearly

Comments on action plans during

public consultation



Hamngatan, Trelleborg

Help with measure stations

Reference laboratorium for monitoring

Visits measure station to make sure they are in 

complience with directive

Gives guidance aboute measure instruments, 

placements, quality assurance programs

Validate reported data



Hamngatan, Trelleborg

Help with modelling

Reference laboratory for air quality modelling

Guidelines how to make an air quality modelling

Gives guidance about different models and then to 

use them

Web tool for objective-estimation
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Data portal with all validated air quality data https://datavardluft.smhi.se/portal/

https://datavardluft.smhi.se/portal/
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AQ web with AQ index map https://www.smhi.se/data/miljo/luftwebb/

https://www.smhi.se/data/miljo/luftwebb/
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