
Serbia and Sweden for Chapter 27

The acquis comprises over 200 major legal 

acts covering various sectors. For nego�a�ons 

purposes, EU legal acts are grouped into about 

75 main legal acts/groups of legal acts into 

following subchapters: horizontal, air quality, 

waste management, water quality, nature pro- 

tec�on, industrial pollu�on control, chemicals,  

noise and climate change. Chapter 27 also  

includes civil protec�on area.

EU environmental policy is realized through the 

EU legal system (acquis). There are two main 

types of legisla�on in the EU legal system, 

regula�ons and direc�ves. Regula�ons apply in 

the whole EU as soon as they are adopted, while 

direc�ves must be converted into na�onal law. 

Direc�ves say what we are aiming to achieve but 

let Member States decide how they want to do it.

EU environmental policy aims to promote 

sustainable development and protect the 

environment for present and future genera�ons. 

It is based on preven�ve ac�on: the polluter 

pays principle, figh�ng environmental damage 

at source, shared responsibility and the 

integra�on of environmental protec�on into 

other EU policies.

 are held with each candidate 

country to determine their ability to apply EU 

legisla�on (acquis) and examine their possible 

request for transi�on periods. To conduct the 

accession nego�a�ons, EU legisla�on and 

standards are divided into 35 chapters which 

are nego�ated one by one. ENVAP is assis�ng 

Serbia in preparing to nego�ate the Chapter 27 

for Environment and Climate Change.

DG Environment, The Environment Directorate 

General of the European Commission is 

responsible for EU policy on the environment. It 

also makes sure that Member States apply EU 

environmental law correctly. Together with DG 

Climate Ac�on they are main professional 

counterparts for Serbian ins�tu�ons during 

screening and nego�a�ons.

A strong and well-equipped administra�on at 

na�onal, regional and local level is impera�ve for 

the applica�on and enforcement of Chapter 27.
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Compliance with the acquis requires significant 

investment into environmental infrastructure. If 

extended periods a�er membership are required, 

transi�onal periods must be nego�ated. A request 

for transi�onal period must be supported by a 

Direc�ve Specific Implementa�on Plan – DSIP.
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For the process to be a success, poli�cians must 

move environment and climate change up their list 

of priori�es. Strong determina�on will be necessary 

to address decades of accumulated environmental 

challenges and the immediate and future challenges 

posed by climate change.

Development Coopera�on Agency (Sida) and carried out by The Swedish Environmental Protec�on Agency for 

the period 2022–2026 assis�ng Serbia and the Ministry of Environmental Protec�on par�cularly in preparing to 

nego�ate and comply with Chapter 27 Environment requirements.
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